QUICK REFERENCE: ALTERNATIVES TO CONTINUOUS FLAMES
USED IN A BIOSAFETY CABINET

Continuous Flames are PROHIBITED for use in the Biosafety Cabinet (BSC)

Safe gas burners:
Have adjustable burning time
Should have an independent source of power from the main electric or gas supply
Are economical and occupy a relatively small footprint
Must be activated by touch and be simple to operate

Isadvantages of
ntinuous Flame;

irect BSC hook-up to the
ilding’s central gas line is
ohibited.

ill void manufacturer’s
arranties on the BSC and
EPA filter.

ontinuously burning

mes disturb the airflow in
SCs, causing potentially
fectious air to escape.

eat from the continuous
me can damage cabinet
ructure and HEPA filter.

lammable chemicals used
BSCs become
ncentrated through air
circulation. Concentrated
mmable vapors can ignite
ith an open flame and
plode in the cabinet.
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