
KNOW YOUR MACHINE 
• You must be trained in the proper use and maintenance of the equipment. Personnel should 
demonstrate proϮciency prior to use. Improper use can result in injury, including amputation of 
Ϯngers, and exposure to bloodborne pathogens. 
• Familiarize yourself with the speciϮc equipment’s user manual. Even experienced users should do 
this because each machine can operate diϥerently. 
• Know the safety features by identifying and learning how/when to use critical safety features such 
as rotary handle (handwheel) locks, foot pedal guards, and emergency stop functions. 
• Never move or transport the equipment with a blade installed. 
• Report broken or non-functioning equipment to the owner and place a “out-of-service” sign. 
• If injury occurs from use of the equipment please seek medical treatment immediately. Secure the 
equipment as-needed and notify your supervisor, if available. 
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AT COMPLETION OF WORK 
6) Decontaminate equipment with an appropriate 

disinfectant after  you Ϯnish your work. 
7) Discard unwanted section and trimmings of unϮxed 

tissue as biohazardous waste. 
8) Use tools such as brushes to clean/brush equipment. 
9) Never leave motorized equipment running unattended. 

BEFORE AND AFTER EACH USE 
1) Use appropriate PPE including lab coat, safety glasses, 

and disposable gloves. When handling blades use gloves 
with an ANSI cut resistance rating (see EHRS for 
recommendations) and worn under your disposable gloves. 

2) Decontaminate using an appropriate disinfectant. Do this 
before use, after use, and on a regular schedule. 

3) Keep hands away from the blade. Lock the handwheel, 
then use tools such as forceps or magnetic brushes when 
changing or seating the blade, or when dislodging stuck 
sample blocks. 

4) Use the blade guard while loading/unloading sample 
blocks and do not leave blade edges that may extend 
beyond blade holder unprotected. 

5) Remove the blade and discard it immediately in a sharps 
waste container (keep one within arms reach). If you must 
reuse a blade, immediately soak it in disinfectant, then 
place in a secure container. 
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